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THE computer programme used
for Nottinghamshire Police’s
intelligence gathering has not
worked properly since Septem-
ber, it has been claimed.

The Memex programme provides
information the force holds on sus-
pects, known offenders and crimes
committed or planned.

Some of those profiled are highly
dangerous, members of serious and
organised criminal gangs, sex offend-

THE Newark Crusader set sail on its
maiden voyage of the season on
Monday.

The boat, which is owned by St John
Ambulance and offers trips for disabled,
elderly and disadvantaged people, will
make about 200 journeys this year.

Users of Holly Lodge, Newark, a day cen-
tre for people with learning difficulties,
were passengers for the first trip.

The senior skipper, Mr Les Reid, said the
nice weather brought out a variety of wildlife
and they saw mink at Fiskerton, goslings at
East Stoke and sandmartins at East Stoke.

Mr Reid said they were almost booked
up until September. The boat operates two
trips a day lasting two hours each, from
11am-1pm and 2-4pm, five days a week.

CAMPAIGNERS who unsuccessfully
fought plans for five wind turbines
are facing the prospect of another one
nearby.

Plans for a 54-metre turbine near
Eakring have been submitted to Newark
and Sherwood District Council.

The turbine and a substation would be
built at Coultas Farm, Kirklington Road,
Eakring. The parish council has already
objected.

It comes after plans for five turbines on
the Bilsthorpe side of Eakring were previ-
ously approved by the Planning Inspec-
torate.

Parish councillor Mr Robert Howes said
they were concerned about the impact the
turbines would have.

He said: “They are quite close to Eakring
and we are a conservation village. Where
does it end?

“We feel powerless to stop the latest
application because even if the district
council says no we think it will just go to
appeal and get though.

“The other five turbines being built are
600 metres from the village.”

Police data delay
causes concern

Setting sail for
summer season

Pub to
reopen
as hotel
A PUB that has been closed for about
six months has become a hotel and is
due to open today. 

Mr Paul Chambers took over The Mail
Coach, on London Road, Newark, in Jan-
uary and has turned it into the Beaumond
Cross Hotel. 

Mr Chambers, who owns the White Hart
restaurant and Wine Bar in the Market
Place, came up with the idea after receiv-
ing requests for accommodation. 

He said: “We have five rooms at the
White Hart but they are not hotel standard.
That’s when we realised there is such a
demand for accommodation.”

The hotel has nine double en-suite bed-
rooms, bar, outdoor seating area and
carpark. Food will be served. 

Mr Chambers said: “We are aiming it at
people visiting the town and friends and
family of people already in the town.”

He said non-residents were welcome to
eat and drink in the hotel. 

ers, wanted suspects, and prison
recalls. It is claimed reports often can-
not be accessed for up to two weeks.

Memex also contains information
on suspect vehicles and addresses
with links to offenders.

A Nottinghamshire Police source
said the system was overwhelmed
with up to 200 authorised users log-
ging on daily from 9am to 3pm and,

as a result, runs at only 40% to 50% of
its capability at those times.

The source said attempted
upgrades had been unsuccessful.

The latest attempt meant a shut-
down at 4pm on Wednesday.

“The computer system that drives
our organisation’s intelligence has
not worked correctly since Septem-
ber,” said the source.

“The problem is that there is not
enough memory to drive it.

“The frustration for colleagues

throughout the force is that the sys-
tem is only ever effective at 40% to
50% between 9am and 3pm, when
most users are logged on.

“Reports are submitted and then
processed and checked by someone
else.

“Because no one can access the
system there is a backlog of informa-
tion waiting to be inputted and infor-
mation cannot be scrutinised for any-
thing up to a fortnight.

“This drastically harms our force’s
intelligence capability and we are
supposed to be intelligence-led.

“The public are being put at risk.”

Inaccurate
The force’s head of crime and intel-

ligence, Detective Chief Superin-
tendent Ian Waterfield, said: “The
impression given by this source is
grossly inaccurate and seems intent
on causing unnecessary alarm to the
public.

“For example Memex does not con-
tain profiles of sex offenders. They are
held on an entirely different system.

“Memex is effectively a filing sys-
tem for information and when essen-
tial maintenance work is being car-
ried out, it becomes slower to access.

“Although this is frustrating, it is
being addressed and will be resolved.

“It is not stopping Nottingham-
shire Police gathering and sharing
intelligence or from protecting mem-
bers of the public.” 

Facing the prospect
of another turbine

Ball raises
thousands
A CHARITY ball in aid of the local branch
of the Chernobyl Children’s Project raised
more than £7,000 on Saturday.

The event, at Thoresby Riding Hall, was
attended by 140 people. It came in the week that
marked the 24th anniversary of the Chernobyl
disaster.

The local co-ordinator for the Newark and
Retford branch, Jan Baxter, said children born in
Belarus today were still suffering as a conse-
quence of the accident.  

Chernobyl Children’s Project (UK) brings chil-
dren from Belarus to the UK for recuperative
holidays.    

The Newark and Retford group has hosted
children in remission from cancer since 2006.  
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SKIPPER Mr Les Reid (right) and St John
Ambulance advanced first-aiders, left, Mr
Richard Hill and Mr Terry Alberry prepare the
Newark Crusader for its first trip of the season.

NEWARK AND SHERWOOD DISTRICT COUNCIL

Town and Countryy
(General Development Procedure) Order 1995( p )

Notice Under Article 8

Newark and Sherwood District Council (as Local 
Planning Authority) is considering applications for 
planning permission and other consents listed in the 
schedule below, details of which may be inspected 
during normal office hours at Kelham Hall, on-line 
at www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk or at your local 
Town/Parish Council by appointment. 

You can send your comments on-line or by email to 
planning@nsdc.info, or by letter to Planning Services, 
Newark & Sherwood District Council, Kelham Hall, Kelham, 
Newark Notts, NG23 5QX no later than 21/05/2010.

All information you send to us is public information. 
Your comments will be available for public inspection
on the paper file held by us.

In the event of an appeal against a refusal of 
planning permission, any representations made 
regarding an ‘householder application’ will be sent
to the Secretary of State, and there will be no further 
opportunity to comment at appeal stage.

Schedule

Besthorpe
Application No 10/00291/FUL

Proposal Householder Application for proposed 
retrospective boundary fence to 
include landscaping (Resubmission)

Location The Cullens Low Road 

Reason (Conservation Area)

Lowdham
Application No 10/00519/FUL

Proposal Internal alterations to form 4 No. 
guest rooms for Bed & Breakfast use

Location Worlds End Inn Public House 
Plough Lane

Reason (Conservation Area)

Newark
Application No 10/00482/FUL & 10/00483/CAC

Proposal Convert Piano School to five dwellings,
the demolition of single storey piano 
practice rooms, workshop and 
external stairs and the erection of 
one dwelling.

Location Newark College
The Mount Annex Mount Lane 

Reason (Conservation Area)

Newark
Application No 10/00537/FULM

Proposal Application to vary conditions 21 & 29
of Planning Approval 10/00064/FULM

Location Potterdyke Car Park Lombard Street

Reason (Conservation Area)(Listed Building)
(Major Development)

Southwell
Application No 10/00492/FUL

Proposal Formation of Biodiversity ampitheatre

Location Land To The Rear Of 67 Church 
Street

Reason (Conservation Area)

Southwell
Application No 10/00470/FUL

Proposal Erection of 1.8m high fence

Location Southwell Scouts Association 
Memorial Drive 

Reason (Conservation Area)

Southwell
Application No 10/00510/ADV & 10/00511/LBC

Proposal 1no. non-illuminated individually 
mounted letters sign & 1no. 
non-illuminated projecting sign

Location 5 Westgate

Reason (Conservation Area)(Listed Building)

Sutton On Trent
Application No 10/00481/FULM

Proposal Change of use of land for a 
touring caravan site and the storage 
of caravans (replacement of 
existing permission in order to extant 
time limit for implementation)

Location Roy Walker Pine Ltd Lindens 
Farm Great North Road 

Reason (Major Development)

Sutton On Trent
Application No 10/00320/FULM

Proposal Change of use of land to B8 outside 
storage (to be used in conjunction 
with adjoining business use)

Location Hutchinson Engineering Services Ltd 
Ingram Lane 

Reason (Major Development)(Neighbours)
(Conservation Area)


